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Acquaintance Night Information
        Room 17
Room 17 News                                                                                  Welcome to room 17. We look forward to working with your children as a team to further build on their education. 
It has been wonderful getting to know the children over the last few weeks and finding out more about who they are. It has been great to see children getting to know each other and generally working well together as a group. They have brought enthusiasm and a positive attitude to the first few weeks of schools. Routine and expectation are being established and we look forward to a challenging and rewarding year.

This year we will encourage children to take responsibility for their own learning, be happy to take risks and enjoy sharing their ideas.  We will encourage them to develop independence, responsibility and to resolve conflicts assertively and fairly.  Having fun, developing friendships and social confidence will also be important.

Classroom Agreement – Code of Conduct








        Children learn best when they are actively involved in their learning. In the first two weeks we worked together with students to create a set of classroom agreements. We had class discussions exploring Play is the Way life rafts, our schools values and expert learner qualities.
Treat other as you would like them to treat you 

Be Brave, participate to progress

Pursue your personal best no matter who you work with.
Have reasons for the things you say and do

It takes great strength to be sensible
                                       

      Expert Learners:                                                                        We also aim to be the best learners that we can be through our school’s expert-learner qualities. These qualities are: Reflective, Risk taker, Resilient, Independent, Communicator, Organized, Team Worker, Open Minded, Active thinker
We then spent time brainstorming what makes a great classmate.  From this we formed our classroom agreement which is on display in the classroom.
This agreement will help guide the children through their learning. They help to remind students about the positive choices they need to make each day to create a happy and safe classroom. Please see your child’s Classroom Agreement Contract and add your signature.
Home – School Relationships                                                                 


        We strongly believe in good communication between parents and their child’s teacher. As you are your child’s first and most important educator we highly value your observations and input. We believe in effective and meaningful relationship between school and home.  We have an open door policy that welcomes all parents/caregivers.
This year we will provide regular information, reminders and quick updates through email and our class blog. We encourage you to email us, to add your email address to our contact lists. Our email address’ are krista.gill758@schools.sa.edu.au and suzy.lawrence793@schools.sa.edu.au  Thank you to those families who have already emailed us. 

The class blog will be a great way to keep you more informed and to showcase the exciting things that happen in school life. Our class blog is http://kristagill.edublogs.org. You can subscribe from home by going to our blog and typing your email address in the ‘subscribe box’. On acquaintance night you can subscribe to the blog using one of the laptops we will have available. 
Outside our room between Room 17 and 18 you will also notice a ‘Parent Notices’ board that will have spare copies of notes that have been recently sent home or community notices.

If you have an urgent message, please write a note and send it in with your child first thing in the morning. Please communicate via email for all non-urgent matters. We aim to respond to emails within 48 hours, as per school policy. There may still be some notes that go out as a hard copy (e.g. consent forms). 
TERM OVERVIEW
NUMERACY – 

Number and Measurement
This year’s mathematics program contains topics that are designed to stimulate mathematical thinking and communication. Open ended activities, games, exploration and problem solving will feature strongly in Math lessons. This term we will focus strongly on number including place value and mental and written strategies for addition and subtraction problems. There will also be a focus this year on developing student’s fluency and automaticity of number facts.
LITERACY  

Writing
Throughout the year children will be involved in weekly writing.  Time will be spent explicitly teaching the structure language and grammar of a variety of texts types. This term we will focus on: 
Exposition and Narrative
· Plan, draft and publish texts

· Use genre features (structure, headings, diagrams) of texts in their own writing

· Re-read and edit writing

Reading: 
Children are encouraged to read regularly and widely in order to develop an interest in reading and to make continual progress and improvement. Major elements of our reading program include - Guided Reading Groups, class novels and individual reading activities

Students will make connections between texts and personal experiences 

· Identify the audience and purpose of different types of texts

· Discuss the impact of language, images and vocabulary choices, and how and why they change based on the text type 

· Focus on summarising and synthesising to improve skills in building knowledge and understanding new information
Oral language will also be practiced and shared talks and presentations will be part of this.
Spelling 
Students will be given a bank of words appropriate to their ability to learn each week. Students spelling lists will be made of theme words, blends, sounds, sight words, misspelt words from writing and topic words from different curriculum areas. We will focus on four spelling strategies.
Students will work on spelling activities over the week in class to consolidate their spelling of each word. They will also take their words home to practice during the week. Every Friday they will have a test on their words and record results in their diary 
	  Visual
	     Phonological
	Morphemic
	Etymological
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	The way words and letter combinations look. Students need to remember what they look like eg ‘was’ cannot be sounded out to spell correctly.
	How words and letter combinations sound
	Spelling generalisations that can be used to spell a word such  how compound words are constructed and adding prefixes or suffixes

Eg football fishing
	The roots of words and word meanings, origins and history

Eg telephone telescope


Grammar                                                                                        Throughout the year children will be taught specific skills in grammar such as punctuation, parts of speech, paragraphing and sentence construction. 
Handwriting                                                                                                                                  This year students will have explicit handwriting lessons. Good writing posture and habits along with the correct letter formation and linking will be demonstrated in handwriting lessons. Children will be encouraged throughout the year to take pride in the presentation of their work.
Science 
Living and Non-Living:
Students will participate in activities to develop their skills in grouping and classifying objects. In classifying things as living or non-living they begin to recognise that classifications are not always easy to define or apply.
Students will apply their understanding to create their own living creatures.
HASS Humanities and Social Sciences
Students explain the role of rules in their community and the importance of making decisions democratically. They explain how and why people participate in and contribute to their communities. Students will apply their understanding by exploring how they can contribute to their own community
Design and Technology

Investigate the suitability of materials, systems, components, tools and equipment for a range of purposes. Students will make connections between Science and HASS through Design and Technology. Our class will also take part in a number of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering Maths) inspired activities/challenges which will involve them working together as a team.
Health
Child Protection Curriculum

More information will be sent home regarding the topics for this curriculum area. Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.

Fitness

A range of 20 minute activities will happen throughout the week both in our own classes and as a combined Upper Mortlock group. These are important as brain breaks and overall health and wellbeing. 
Monday: oval walk with Room 17 and 18
Thursday: long walk/long run with Room 17, 18,19, 20 & 21. You are more than welcome to come and join in.
Friday: fitness stations with Room 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 & 21
What’s on When
	Tuesday
	Performing Arts with Marion Woodlands 9.50

	Wednesday
	Physical Education with Kim Boothy 12.10

Library browsing and borrowing 2.50

	Thursday
	Japanese with Juno Oka

Visual Art with Shane Pluck

	Friday
	Assembly even weeks 12, 15


Homework
At CLGPS homework is used to support children to develop fluency in their learning and assist in developing sound time management and study habits. It is an expectation of the Colonel Light Gardens Primary School community that students will engage in learning activities at home linked to the class learning programme. It should be purposeful and relevant to student needs and should not jeopardise the right of children to enjoy a balanced lifestyle 
Time Allocation
· 4 nights of 20 minutes where possible(Monday-Thursday)

Homework Contracts

· Homework for the week will be set on Monday’s and is due on Friday’s.
· Daily reading and set activities building on classroom learning. Optional challenge tasks that recognise home based activities may also be given. ( i.e. passion projects) 
Diaries                                                                                                                          Children have been given a diary to record homework, reminders and test results in.  Students spelling list words will also be sent home in their diary. I encourage parents to check their child’s diary for homework, notes and other important information. Student diaries, Homework Books and any other notes such as newsletters will travel to and from school in their clear take home case.
Stationery                                                                                             Children have been given the responsibility of caring for their own stationery this year which they seem very pleased about. While they have a tray for storing books and their stationery, a simple pencil case would help them to keep their belongings organized when on their table. 
Parent Helpers

We are always seeking parents to come and assist in learning activities. Please let us know if you are available.
Buddy Class

Our buddy class for this year is Karen Hawkes Year 1. We look forward to working with them, helping them, and being positive role models. 

Healthy Eating

Children are required to have a drink bottle (for water only).  Fruit snack is to consist of a piece of fruit or raw vegetables that can be eaten at an allocated time in the morning.
Allergy Aware

We have students in Upper Mortlock who have allergies to both nuts and eggs. We are a “nut aware school” so please be conscious of the foods that your child is bringing to eat.

Tissues                                                                                                                                                    It would be appreciated each family could donate a box of tissues to be used in the classroom.  Great for sneezes and sniffles! Thank you, to some families who have already done this.
We look forward to a great year

Thank you
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School Values





Care, Respect, Safety
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